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In just a few days we will welcome the beautiful holiday of Shavuous, the holi-
day which celebrates the giving of the Torah. It has been 3,329 years since that 
great day when HaKadosh baruch Hu literally introduced Himself to us in a 
manner which we have no way of articulating because the very nature of 
HaShem’s existence transcends every human experience. Although we already 
knew of His existence beyond any question or doubt from everything that He 
did in Egypt and at the Red Sea, nevertheless, He wanted us to experience His 
existence first-hand so that we would have no question to the veracity of the 
Torah as being His explicit Will. Anyone who understands what transpired 
3,329 years ago on the day of Shavuous could never dismiss a single word of 
Torah as being anything but the very word of HaKadosh baruch Hu. 
  
This brings us to the following conundrum. If the Torah is the explicit Word of 
HaShem how can there be differing opinions on the meaning of a Torah verse or 
differing opinions of a Torah law. What did HaKadosh baruch Hu say? What is 
His Will? How can His Torah support contradictions? 
  
In addition to the Five Books of Moshe, HaShem gave us the Oral Law which 
includes explanations and details of the Five Books as well as instructions how 
to extrapolate and unfold layers of Torah that were articulated. When these in-
structions are used by scholars who meet certain standards they can draw from 
Torah seemingly contradictory conclusions. Even though we cannot reconcile 
the the multiple conclusions, nevertheless, if the they were reached by using the 
instructions in a faithful manner using information that was based on our tradi-
tion then all opinions are valid. Naturally, we must decide which one will be 
followed. However, even though we do not practice the other opinions they are 
nonetheless valid interpretations. The Talmud teaches regarding seemingly op-

This week’s Torah portion Bamidbar, begins 
the discussion of the travels of our forefathers 
in the desert. Our sages teach that the Torah 
was given in the midbar, the desert, because 
a person has to make himself like a desert in 
order to absorb Torah. One explanation for 
this is that a desert knows that it is lacking 
and seeks to be cultivated. A person can only 
learn once they have the humility to 
acknowledge that they have more to learn.  

This brings us to the following interesting 
story.  

There was once a group of men who got to-
gether daily for a Daf Yomi shiur at their local 
shul. The group was diverse, including peo-
ple of different economic backgrounds. The 
group had a long standing policy that when-
ever they were ready to begin a new 
masechta, one man would purchase new 
Gemaras for the entire group. There was a 
rotation, in an attempt to be fair to everyone.   
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Inevitably, those individuals who were wealthier 
would purchase full featured, expensive Gemaras, 
like an Artscroll or Mesivta gemara.These gemaras 
were more expensive but they truly made the 
learning experience more rich and productive. 
People had much more material to learn and dis-
cuss. People who had less means would buy sim-
ple gemaras which had much less sophisticated 
features than the expensive ones. Whenever 
someone sponsored the gemaras that had many 
more commentaries everyone got excited. But 
when others bought the basic gemaras some peo-
ple would grumble and complain.  This some-
times led to the purchaser  feeling bad, or inade-
quate.  

The Rav who led the group had the following 
question. Should  he change the policy and  de-
cide that everyone should purchase the basic Ge-
mara? This way no one would be comparing, feel-
ing bad, or feel embarrassed. Perhaps it would be 
worthwhile to sacrifice on the level of learning to 
prevent any misgivings.  

But on the other hand the learning was truly en-
hanced when the expensive gamaras were bought. There was a 
marked decrease in the quality of learning when the basic ge-
maras were bought. Perhaps it would be better to allow those 
who could afford it to continue to purchase the expensive Ge-
maras, so that everyone could learn well whenever possible.  

What would you answer?  

 see Veharev Na Volume Three page 451   

For the answer to our DOUBLE LANGUAGE RESTAURANT 
MENU dilemma, please see the Parsha thought.  

We encourage you to find the answer to this dilemma from 
your qualified Rov. Please forward those answers to us at pay-
sach@achim.org We will make those answers available online. 

MIT  

 MITZVA MEME 

posing opinions “Both positions are the Word of the Living 
G.D” 
  
So as we celebrate HaKadosh baruch Hu’s gift of the Torah, 
the joy should go beyond the experience of the giving of the 
Torah. It should go beyond the actual learning and under-
standing the Torah. It should go beyond HaKadosh baruch 
Hu’s choosing us to be the carriers of His Torah. Our joy 
should reflect the recognition that HaKadosh baruch Hu ele-
vated us to be worthy of determining what the meaning of the 
Torah should be. He placed us on equal footing with Him-
self! He empowered us to be the creators of His Torah! 
  
When it comes to dealing with our everyday questions and 
dilemmas we must take them to a reputable Torah scholar. 
He will reach the right conclusion even if it contradicts the 
conclusion of another reputable scholar. 
  
In dealing with TableTalk’s dilemmas, Reb Yitzi and I feel 

that it is not our place to decide which answer should be the one that we will publish. Instead we will leave the dilemma 
unanswered and you, the reader, can develop your opinion if you are a reputable Torah scholar, or present the dilemma 
to your reputable Rabbi and he will give his decision. In any case we welcome your answers and ask you to send them 
to paysach@achim.org. 
  
I did, however, promise in last week’s edition to get an answer to the double menu dilemma. (That was the dilemma 
where the owner of a restaurant offered two menus, one in English and one in Hebrew. The Hebrew menu presented a 
cheaper price than the same item on the English menu.)  I spoke to a reputable Torah scholar who explained that from 
the strict technical position of the law the owner may give discounts to anybody he wishes. He may offer discounts to 
people with blue eyes or people who are related to him. However, he pointed out the words of Rambam “The value of 
peace is so great that the entire Torah was given to generate peace in this world…” So, while the strict letter of the law 
allows the double menu, it would nevertheless engender ill will between his patrons. The owner should therefore create 
a single menu to achieve the peace that is do dear to HaKadosh baruch Hu. 
  
Have a wonderful Shabbos and happy Shavuous. 
  
Paysach Diskind 



   

  

SHABBOS: CELEBRATING 
HASHEM’S CREATION 

 
Without the tiny white Pronuba moth, the large Yucca plant 
would die. This desert plant appears like a cluster of sharp 
swords pointing out in all directions. Out of its center arises 
the stalk of a bright, beautiful flower that looks something like 
a white lily. 

Hiding in the ground is a small moth which never comes out 
during the day. It only comes out at night, on certain nights. 

The flower, in turn, only blooms at certain times of the year 
and only at night. When it blooms, immediately the Pronuba 
moths break out of their cocoons beneath the sand.  

What brought them out of their hiding places down in the de-
sert sand at exactly that moment? How could a tiny wasp in 
the ground know that a flower had bloomed? No one knows. 
Struggling up out of the sand, the tiny female moth flies up 
into the air and circles around until it catches the scent of the 
flower, and then goes to it.  

Arriving there, the moth, which has eaten nothing for a long 
time, ignores the nectar but instead goes to the top of the sta-
mens of the first flower and, with its tiny feet, carefully scrapes 
together a wad of pollen that is three times as big as its head. 
Holding onto it with its jaws and legs (it was born with spe-
cially enlarged ones for this purpose),the insect flies to another 
Yucca plant. Backing down into the heart of a flower, the 
moth pierces a hole with an egg-laying needle (a lancelike 
ovipositor) and lays eggs among the seed cells in the green 
pod at the base of the pistil. 

Next, the insect climbs to the top of the pistil on that same 
flower. It has a cavity just the right size to receive the wad of 
pollen. Carefully the moth stuffs the cavity with the pollen. 
The top of the pistil looks like there is a funnel-shaped opening 
within it. Into that opening the moth pushes the pollen. By 
doing this, seeds will grow at the base of that particular pistil. 
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YUCCA AND MOTH  
But it was at that same base that the moth laid its eggs. Some 
of those seeds will provide food for the baby insects when 
they are later born. If the moth pushed the pollen into the 
top of the wrong pistil, its babies would die. 

Time passes as the Pronuba eggs mature and the Yucca 
seeds ripen. When the moth's larvae (caterpillars) emerge 
from their eggs, they are surrounded by delicious food. They 
eat and grow larger but never eat all the seeds. Their nutri-
tional needs never require eating all the seeds at the base of 
that particular pistil. 

Then, about two months after hatching, each one cuts a hole 
through the pod, spins a silk thread, and lets itself down to 
the ground. Arriving there, it digs a hole, crawls in, and 
waits about ten months till the next flowering. 

But what happened to that mother moth? After flying to one 
flower, taking pollen to another, laying eggs and pollinating 
the pistil, the little moth dies. After leaving the ground it 
never once eats, but only does its work of providing for the 
future of its babies and the Yucca plant. 

There is still more: Each species of Yucca plant has its own 
special moth! The flower is so constructed that it can only 
be pollinated by one particular type of moth. 

During certain years, the flowers do not appear on the 
plants. If the moths came out at that time, they would die, 
and the Yuccas would die later on. But, instead, the moths 
only come out when the flowers appear, even if the moths 
have to wait till the second or third year to come out of the 
ground! 

The genius of Nature is but a reflection of her Creator! 



   

  THE TALMUD LEHRER 
 
Once in the middle of his speech, Rabbi 
Moshe Sherer pulled from his wallet a copy 
of an order, issued November 23, 1940, 
from the German High Commander I.A. 
Eckhardt to the German Army of Occupa-
tion on Poland, which he always carried 
with him. 
  
In this order Eckhardt commands that the 
Ostjuden, the Eastern European Jews, must 
not be allowed to escape because they 
comprise the majority of the rabbis and 
“Talmud teachers.” If the "Talmud Lehrer” 
escapes, warns the Nazi commander, they 
can bring about the spiritual regeneration 
of world Jewry, even American Jewry. 
  
Those words would prove as prophetic as 
those of another enemy of Israel, the proph-
et Balaam.   
 
From Rabbi Sherer, By Rabbi Yonasan Ros-
enblum, Published by Artscroll Mesorah, 
page 604  
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The winner of the Table Talk Error Contest is:  Chana R. Werner  

We thank you all for your submissions.  
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