
   

  

 

JUMPING DOWN THE STAIRCASE 
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FEBRUARY 2017 PARSHAS BESHALACH 5777  

In this week's Parsha, B’shalach, the Jewish people find themselves 
on the beach of the Red Sea with the entire Egyptian army behind 
them ready to destroy them. They turn to HaShem in prayer along 
with Moshe, their leader. HaShem tells Moshe that they prayed 
enough “Tell the people to travel into the Sea.” The implication 
was that when they will travel into the Sea they will be saved as in 
fact happened. The leaders of the people followed by their people 
literally marched into the sea until they could go no further and 
then the sea split forming a floor of dry land. 

The question is, if HaShem accepted their prayers and was going to 
save them why was it necessary for them to first travel into the sea 
and only then the sea would split? Could HaShem not split the sea 
immediately? What was the point of this challenge? 

Before we return to this question I would like to share with you a 
game that I played with my seven year old daughter. When enter-
ing our home there is a small staircase of seven steps going up. I 
would place my daughter on the third step up. I stood at the bot-
tom with outstretched arms ready to catch her. I then instructed her 
to jump into my arms.  It was bit unnerving but with enough 
prompting and cajoling she jumped. After practicing this a number 
of times I moved her up one step and began the routine again. 

By Rabbi Yitzi Weiner 

In this week’s Torah portion the Torah 
says “If you do what is just in His 
eyes” (Shemos, 15, 27). Our Sages 
teach that this is a reference to being 
just and honest in business. There is a 
prohibition against cheating others. 
There is also a prohibition against ly-
ing. 

This leads us to the following interest-
ing true dilemma 

Mordechai was planning an overseas 
trip to London for two months. He 
lived in New York where there was a 
system of alternate side parking. This 
meant that every week he had to 
move his car to a different side of the 

1 

A MITZVA DILEMMA FOR THE 

SHABBOS TABLE 

“SUPER-CLEVER PARKING” 
 

WWW.ACHIM.ORG 



   

  

2 

street to accommodate for the street 
cleaning. He lived in an apartment build-
ing and didn’t have a driveway. Because 
of this, to make this trip, he would have 
to park his car in a parking garage which 
cost 20 dollars a day. 

He came up with the following idea. He 
walked into a local small bank and asked 
the manager if he would be able to bor-
row $1000 dollars for two months. The 
manager answered that they didn’t have 
an account with him, put they could give 
the loan if he would post a collateral. 
Mordechai  answered that the only collat-
eral he could give was his car. The man-
ager agreed, and the bank kept the car in 
the bank parking lot for two months.  

When Mordechai returned from his trip, 
he returned the $1000, paid $20 dollars 
in interest and retrieved his car. In this 
manner he parked his car in their lot and saved close 
to $1200 by doing this.  

Was this practice permitted? Did he cheat the bank? 

What do you think? 

See Veharev Na Volume One page 232 

Answer to last week’s question “Stealing the Neigh-
bor’s Cookies” 

Rav Zilberstein writes that the first owner was 
meyaish, gave up hope of ever getting to back, and 
so it should belong to the finder. He writes however 
that it is possible that the minhag, custom would re-
quire the finder to return it. See Chashukei Chemed 
Pesachim page 370 for further explanation. 
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  MITZVA MEME 

We continued this until she was able to jump off 
the top step straight into my arms. This game gener-
ated an exhilarating thrill. The reason for this exhil-
aration was that she was able to do something that 
she would never have been capable of doing if she 
did not have complete trust in her father. There is 
perhaps nothing more exhilarating than going be-
yond your limits with the knowledge that you will 
succeed. Furthermore, by throwing all her trust in 
her father she created a very strong bond between 
herself and her father. That too can be exhilarating. 

Let us return to our question. Why did HaShem 
want that we should start marching into the sea if 
He was going to split it anyway?  

With our Exodus from Egypt HaShem was creating a people for Himself. It was to be a nation that He 
and they would have an inseparable relationship. To create such a strong bond it was necessary that 
this people should be able to place their entire trust in their Director and know that they can count 
on Him. HaShem therefore designed this impossible situation thereby causing the people to jump in-
to His waiting Arms to be caught by Him. This experience embedded into the deepest recesses of the 
Jewish soul the trust that we can have in HaShem and the courage to do whatever HaShem wants 
from us. We have nothing to fear. There is nothing that we cannot accomplish. All we need to do is 
act with the knowledge that HaShem will make it work. Even if the result is impossible to achieve we 
will succeed at that as well.  

Have a wonderful Shabbos. 

Paysach Diskind 

 



   

  

SHABBOS: CELEBRATING 
HASHEM’S CREATION 

 
When bees crawl into pollen-
filled blossoms, their breathing ap-
paratus gets all clogged up with 
pollen. In fact, they can't even 
breathe while they are inside gath-
ering their pollen. 

How do they avoid suffocating? 
Every bee has a special brush lo-
cated on its knees—a stiff brush—
that it uses to clean out its breath-
ing apparatus when it comes out 
of the flower so it doesn't suffo-
cate. These brushes were provided 
by Hashem to meet this need and 
save the very first bee that was 
made. 

Every bee has a stiff 

brush that it uses to 

clean out its breathing 

apparatus so it doesn't 

suffocate 
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BEES KNEES 

This is a reminder that Hashem 
anticipated the needs of His 
creatures and made them with 
every necessary apparatus. How 
thankful should we be that Ha-
shem can supply all our needs in 
advance! 



   

  
HAPPY TO BE CONNED 

A Jew approached the Satmar Rebbe and told him 
that his wife had become seriously ill and that in ad-
dition, his children were handicapped. The man 
said that he had huge medical expenses that he was 
unable to meet. The Rebbe heard all this with tears 
streaming from his eyes. He took all the money in 
his possession, and gave it to the petitioner. He did 
not stop there. He asked the Rebbetzin to lend him 
all the money she had available and also took loans 
from other people who were then in the house. 
When his main attendant, Reb Yossel Ashkenazi, ar-
rived at the Rebbe’s house and heard the story, he 
said, “This man deceived you. He is a well-known 
trickster; his wife and children are perfectly healthy 
and they lack nothing...” As the Rebbe listened to 
this, his    pained expression gave way to one of 
great joy. “Oh, thank you so much for telling me 
that! How  happy I am that his wife and children are 
healthy,” he said. “You  have no idea how upset I 
was when I heard him tell me how sick  they were. 
(From In Their Shadow Volume Three, By Rabbi 
Shlomo Lorincz) 

OUR SPONSORS 
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Achim in a Nutshell: 

"Veyached l'vaveinu l'ahava es Shimecha." 

“Please bring our hearts together so that we can love Your Name”. 

Oh, thank you so much for telling 

me that! How  happy I am that his 

wife and children are healthy,” he 

said. “You  have no idea how upset I 

was when I heard him tell me how 

sick  they were  


